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INTRODUCTION

Nomenclature of territorial units for statistics (NUTS) of Republic of Moldova was developed by the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS) in order to implement the provisions or art. 41 and 42 letter b) and c)  of Association Agreement between the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community and their Member States, of the one part, and the Republic of Moldova, of the other part, and of paragraph 42, letter c) Chapter 6 “Statistics” from National Action Plan for the Implementation of Association Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of Moldova for 2017-2019, as well according paragraph 9 Chapter I “Balanced Regional Development” of Government Action Plan for 2016-2018, approved by Government Decision nt. 890 from 20 July 2016.
The Nomenclature of territorial units for statistics is used in the production and dissemination of official statistical data in regional profile. The need to approve the NUTS is based on increasing demand for comparable statistical data at regional level with European Union countries. Thereby, nomenclature NUTS has been developed in accordance with the provisions of the Regulation (EC) No 1059/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 May 2003 on the establishment of a common classification of territorial units for statistics (further Regulation no. 1059/2003).
In accordance with art.3 of the Regulation no. 1059/2003 NUTS region classification is based on the use of following criteria: i) existing administrative territorial units (UTA) and ii) demographic thresholds (population limits) at regional level[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  NUTS 1 – from 3000000 people to 7000000 people; NUTS 2 – from  800000 people to 3000000 people; NUTS 3 – from 150000 people  to 800000 people] 

The statistical regions were set taking into account the geographical criteria, socioeconomic, historical, cultural and other conditions. As a result, the geographical bordering according existing development regions and the requirements to ensure some comparable dimensions from the perspective of population number were taken as a basis when developing NUTS. In the same time, the left side of river Dniester was assigned the NUTS 2 level taking into account that it has a special territorial status, even in the conditions when it does not meet the population number threshold for this NUTS level.
Thereby, the Nomenclature of the territorial units for statistics of the Republic of Moldova is a hierarchical nomenclature consisting of the following levels:
level 1 – one statistical region, covering the entire Republic of Moldova;
level 2 – two statistical regions, Western part (the right side of Dniester) and Eastern part ( left side of Dniester).
level 3 – six statistical regions: North, Center, South, Municipality of Chisinau, Autonomous Territorial Unit of Gagauzia and Administrative-territorial unit(s) of the Left Bank of Dniester river.
For the proper use of this classification, the NUTS regional codes where correlated with statistical codes of Nomenclature of administrative-territorial units of the Republic of Moldova.
The Nomenclature of territorial units for statistics of the Republic of Moldova is used by public authorities responsible for the production and dissemination of statistical information in territorial profile, but it does not exclude the application and use of other territorial subdivisions and classifications.
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 of the territorial statistical units of the Republic of Moldova (NUTS)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The following criteria were used to classify NUTS regions:
Administrative-territorial units (ATU) of the second level: districts, municipalities, territorial units with special status;
Number of population according to demographic thresholds (Level 1 from 3,000,000 to 7,000,000 people, Level 2 - from 800,000 to 3,000,000 people, Level 3 - from 150,000 to 800,000 people).] 

	Level
	Code
	Administrative-territorial units in the 
	Code CUATM[footnoteRef:3] [3:  According to Nomenclature of administrative-territorial units of the Republic of Moldova (CUATM), approved by Decision of Department Moldova-standard no. 1398-ST from 3 September 2003, with updates.] 


	Level 1
	MD 1
	Republic Moldova
	

	Level 2
	MD 11
	West side (right side of Nistru River))
	

	Level 3
	MD 111
	North Region
	

	
	
	Municipality Bălţi
	0301000

	
	
	Briceni
	1400000

	
	
	Dondușeni
	3400000

	
	
	Drochia
	3600000

	
	
	Edineți
	4100000

	
	
	Fălești
	4300000

	
	
	Florești
	4500000

	
	
	Glodeni
	4800000

	
	
	Ocniță
	6200000

	
	
	Rîșcani
	7100000

	
	
	Sîngerei
	7400000

	
	
	Soroca
	7800000

	Level 3
	MD 112
	Center Region
	

	
	
	Anenii Noi
	1000000

	
	
	Călărași
	2500000

	
	
	Criuleni
	3100000

	
	
	Dubăsari
	3800000

	
	
	Hîncești
	5300000

	
	
	Ialoveni
	5500000

	
	
	Nisporeni
	6000000

	
	
	Orhei
	6400000

	
	
	Rezina
	6700000

	
	
	Strășeni
	8000000

	
	
	Șoldănești
	8300000

	
	
	Telenești
	8900000

	
	
	Ungheni
	9200000

	Level 3
	MD 113
	South Region
	

	
	
	Basarabeasca
	1200000

	
	
	Cahul
	1700000

	
	
	Cantemir
	2100000

	
	
	Căușeni
	2700000

	
	
	Cimișlia
	2900000

	
	
	Leova
	5700000

	
	
	Ștefan Voda
	8500000

	
	
	Taraclia
	8700000

	Level 3
	MD 114
	Autonomous Territorial Unit Gagauzia
	9600000

	Level 3
	MD 115
	Municipality Chișinău
	0101000

	Level 2
	MD 12
	The eastern part (the left side of the Nistru River)
	

	Level 3
	MD 120
	Administrative-territorial units on the left side of Nistru River
	9800000

	
	
	Municipality Bender
	0501000
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